
The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

God’s capacity to forgive is astonishing as we read 
of His plan in Ezekiel 36 to restore Israel from 
Babylon and all the nations to the promised land. 
God’s relationship with His people lay in ruin 
because of their rebellion, yet He extended His 
hand of mercy even though they were undeserving. 
Part of the plan to restore Israel involved the 
fruitfulness of the land. 

Verses 8-15 lay out four promises the Lord makes to 
Israel. First, the land will again be fruitful (vv. 8-9). 
Second, the people will return and multiply in the 
land (vv. 10-11). Third, their return to the land will 
be permanent (vv. 12-14). Fourth, God’s people 
will never again be insulted by foreign nations (v. 
15). In short, God poured out His merciful love on 
a people who did not deserve it.    

What does God’s example of 
forgiveness teach us about how we 
should forgive others?

Day 1

Ezekiel 
36:1-15
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God wants us to have a “heart of flesh” that is pliable 
and responsive to Him. Much like a lump of clay in 
a potter’s hand, a tender heart is more easily shaped 
by God’s character and desires. The problem, if you 
have not noticed, is that our hearts are inherently 
rigid. To remove this rigidity, we read in the New 
Testament that God sent His Holy Spirit to indwell 
each believer in order to soften and sensitize hearts 
to His leading.

Ezekiel prophesied of the day when the Spirit would 
indwell the heart of every believer, “I will give you 
a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will 
remove your heart of stone and give you a heart of 
flesh. I will place my Spirit within you and cause 
you to follow my statutes and carefully observe my 
ordinances” (vv. 26-27). When we submit to the 
Lord, He imparts great wisdom to our soft hearts. 
We are then more ready to deal with sin in our lives 
and return to a place of obedience and blessing. 

What are warning signs that your 
heart’s spiritual health is not what it 
ought to be?

Day 2

Ezekiel  
36:16-38

In reading the prophecy of the valley of dry bones, 
we are reminded that it was never within Israel’s 
power to save themselves. No matter how hard they 
might try, their devotion to the Old Testament law 
could never save them from their sin. Their spiritual 
restoration lay solely in the power of God. 

One way we see God’s active role in saving Israel is 
by reading verses 1-14 and underlining every time 
God uses the pronoun “I” in describing His role 
in bringing Israel back to life. Today we are still 
entirely dependent on the Spirit of God to stir our 
affections and to breathe life into our dry bones. 

Why is it encouraging to know that 
we worship a God who offers mercy 
to people who are undeserving and 
may not even ask for it?

Day 3

Ezekiel  
37:1-14

Day 1

Ezekiel 
36:1-15
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Satan hates God, and consequently, Satan hates the 
people of God—the church. Satan does all he can to 
stir up disunity among God’s people, going to great 
lengths to create division and strife (1 Pet. 5:8). On 
the other hand, God loves when unity exists among 
His children. Ezekiel 37:17 paints a visual picture 
of God’s desire to restore unity between Judah and 
Israel. Illustrating this desire, God told Ezekiel to 
join together the ends of two sticks in order to 
create one unified stick. 

The point is we worship a God who values unity, 
so we should as well. So how does valuing unity 
manifest itself in our daily lives? Valuing unity 
means we pray for unity. It means we judge 
ourselves before we judge others. It means we count 
the cost of disunity and seek reconciliation when 
we can. It also means pursuing humility, which acts 
as an antidote to selfishness. 

How can you seek reconciliation and 
ensure unity with others in the body 
of Christ, the church?

Day 4

Ezekiel  
37:15-22

This passage tells us of God’s plan to restore a 
united Israel to the promised land. The Lord 
committed not only to bring them back home 
but to set over them one king who would act as a 
servant-leader—“my servant David” (v. 24). God’s 
plan to appoint a servant king over Israel was ironic 
in light of the historical events surrounding the 
original division between Israel and Judah. The 
split of the kingdoms was essentially the result of 
King Rehoboam’s unwillingness to serve the people 
of God as his elder counselors advised. 

Ezekiel’s prophecy, of course, pointed to the 
messianic King—Jesus Christ. Jesus embodied for 
us what servant leadership looks like. Examining 
Jesus’ life, we see that servant leaders seek the glory 
of God (Mark 10:42; John 7:18) while not being 
preoccupied with their own (Mark 10:43-45). 
They forgo their own rights for the sake of the 
gospel (1 Cor. 9:15-19) and understand the joy in 
serving others (Mark 9:35). Jesus’ life was marked 
by service and our lives should be as well. 

How are you embodying servant-
leadership in your life for the sake of 
the gospel?

Day 5

Ezekiel  
37:23-28
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Day 5

Ezekiel  
37:23-28 Notes
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Notes
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