
The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

King Hoshea of Israel committed treachery against 
the king of Assyria. Though promising to bring 
him tribute, Hoshea instead turned to another 
nation and attempted salvation for Israel through 
Egypt’s hand to be spared service to the Assyrian 
empire. The plan failed miserably and Israel found 
itself under siege from the powerful army of Assyria 
for three years—until the people were ultimately 
defeated and led away from their land into captivity. 

Treason against the mighty Assyrian king was 
not tolerated and instead punished with severe 
consequences. Either bow down and serve faithfully 
or face the wrath of the king and his might. If this 
is true of an earthly king, why did the Israelites not 
fear the anger of their heavenly King? Each person 
in this world has committed treason against God, 
the King of all creation. He is the rightful ruler, but 
everyone has failed to faithfully serve Him and pay 
Him honor as due. 

What consequences await such actions? An infinite 
and eternal wrath. No Egypt or Baal could protect 
anyone from such anger. Only God could protect 
us from Himself. And so He did. He poured out 
all of His anger on His Son for our treason against 
Him. God alone could save us from God.

When you sin against someone, 
do you first and foremost see your 
sin as against that person or as 
against God?

Day 1

2 Kings  
17:1-5
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It seems so illogical to us that Israel would ever 
follow after other gods. The Lord had delivered 
them out of Egypt with so many demonstrations of 
His great power! God had brought them into this 
promised land, which had even been inhabited by 
other nations, and He drove out these nations so 
that His people could settle. And after all of this, 
why would they turn and worship the false gods of 
these nations, idols of metal and stone?

The truth of sin is that it is always illogical; it is 
always deceitful. It always tempts us to think we 
are acting in wisdom when we are on the path of 
foolishness. For if Israel was wrong to turn their 
backs on a God who had done so much for them, 
what about us? We look back not at a deliverance 
from Egypt and Pharaoh but rescue from sin and 
death. We have not the miracles of a bloody Nile 
and swarms of locusts as acts of our salvation but 
the death and resurrection of the Son of God. 
When we sin, we too are illogically turning away 
from worshiping the God who has saved us and 
instead turning to idols that we have made. But the 
gospel is the good news that God rescues foolish 
sinners like us. 

When was a time that you were able 
to see your sin for what it was—
foolish and illogical?

Day 2

2 Kings  
17:6-12

We will become like what we worship. God has 
made humanity in His image and desired that we 
would worship Him and be like Him. With the 
fall, we turned our worship away from Him to all 
manner of created things. As Israel pursued false 
gods and dead idols, the people became like what 
they worshiped. As these stone and metal idols were 
deaf and blind, the people followed suit and closed 
their ears and eyes to the glory of God. These so-
called gods produced hearts that desired death and 
the people killed their children as sacrifices. 

We, too, were worthless in our worship of 
worthless things. Jesus died and rose to secure our 
hearts for worship to God so that we could return 
to becoming like the One who made us. We have 
been instructed to fix our eyes on Jesus and to be 
transformed into His likeness from one degree of 
glory to the next. Each day of this life, we are being 
sanctified to become more like the God that we 
worship. In eternity, finally free from sin, we will 
be the perfect image-bearers that we were always 
meant to be. 

Looking back over the past year, what 
is one area that you have seen God 
conforming you more into the image 
of Christ?

Day 3

2 Kings  
17:13-17

Day 1

2 Kings  
17:1-5
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God handed His people over to plunderers. Assyria 
was waiting in the wings, ready to besiege Israel, but 
only by the sovereign hand of the Lord were they 
able to carry out their evil intentions. Assyria was 
always a tool in the hand of God. He had dealings 
with His sinful and idolatrous people, and though 
Assyria was only hungry for power, the king did not 
know that his heart was in the hand of the Lord, 
being turned whichever way he wished. 

God has used and will use even the sinful intentions 
of men to carry out His will. When Jesus went to 
the cross, many wicked hearts led him there. Judas 
paved the way and the religious leaders and Roman 
soldiers joined in to indict, torture, and crucify 
Jesus (Acts 2:22-23; 4:27-28). While Jesus died on 
the cross according to the will of God (Rom. 5:6), 
there were evil hearts and sinful choices on the part 
of sinful men that carried it out. Though sinful 
people consider themselves free to carry out the 
desires of their hearts, these desires can still serve 
the plan of God (Prov. 21:1). 

How comforting is it to know that 
God is in control even in people’s 
sinful choices?

Day 4

2 Kings  
17:18-20

The foreigners newly planted in Israel were unsure 
how to worship Yahweh, the God of the land, but 
the lion attacks brought an urgency to learn. With 
an Israelite priest leading the way, the foreigners 
grew in awareness of who God was and what He 
required. But this knowledge did not accomplish 
true worship. These new settlers believed that 
Yahweh was just like any other god. They were 
happy to add Him to their pile of idols and offer 
Him worship along with all the others. They weren’t 
interested in a relationship with Him but simply 
wanted to avoid the consequences of His anger. 

Many of us today try to tack on God to our 
worship. We bow down to money, we serve power, 
we strive for fame, and yes, we go to church and 
sing some songs to God as well. But the people of 
this story offer us insight that we need: half-hearted 
worship is no worship at all. Either we bow down 
solely to God or we are not really bowing down at 
all. If we have only turned to God out of fear of 
the consequences of His anger, not regarding Him 
as our greatest treasure, then is this really worship? 
True Christians are not ones who run to God merely 
to avoid hell but instead run to Him because we see 
He is the only God worthy of all worship. 

What difference do you see in your 
life when your obedience and worship 
flows out of a treasuring of God 
versus hoping to avoid consequences 
from Him?

Day 5

2 Kings  
17:21-40
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