
The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

More than any other part of His creation, God 
created humanity to behold, enjoy, and display 
His glory. The fall broke us entirely. We still long 
to worship, but rather than worship God, we bow 
down to anything and everything else. This was 
happening in Israel. 

Out of all the nations of the world, God had 
revealed Himself in special ways to these people. 
He had given them His law, His covenants. He had 
shown them His character and placed His name 
upon them. Yet, with all of this, Israel was still 
seeking to bow her knees before false gods. Every 
human heart was made to worship, and the sinful 
tendencies of our hearts will always cause us to drift 
away from worshiping God to created things. 

In His great love, God will not allow His people 
to continue in unfaithfulness. He will show His 
people the idols that they worship and how they 
fail. Hosea came to prophesy to Israel that her idols 
would fail her and only God could save and satisfy. 
God will do the same in our hearts: He will do 
all that is necessary—trials, suffering, failure—to 
expose what we are worshiping other than Him. 
And in His love, He will bring us back, helping us 
to see that every idol will fail. 

When was a time that God revealed 
to you that you were putting your 
hope in something other than Him to 
save and satisfy you?

Day 1

Hosea  
1:1-11
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One of God’s indictments against Israel is that the 
people had taken what He had given them—grain, 
oil, silver, and gold—and they offered these gifts up 
to false gods. Instead of acknowledging God as the 
giver of all good gifts and turning those gifts back 
into offerings of worship to Him, Israel used God’s 
gifts to worship idols. It seems ridiculous to us as 
we read this that Israel would not know God had 
given them all these things, and we wonder how 
they could worship anyone but Him. Yet we do this 
all the time. 

Everything we have belongs to the Lord—He is the 
giver. Our bodies, our time, our talents, our money, 
our thoughts, our efforts, our relationships, our 
homes, our food, our very breath. Every single thing 
we have is from the Lord. Yet we regularly take all 
of these gifts and spend them on our own pleasures 
instead of offering them to God in worship. Rather 
than being good and faithful stewards, we are 
thankless recipients who use all that we have to run 
away into idolatry. 

But also like Israel, when we are unfaithful, God 
remains faithful. He pursues our hearts, and in His 
kindness, He draws us back to Him. 

When has God pursued you in 
kindness and enabled you to turn and 
offer something to Him in worship 
that you had previously used for 
selfish purposes?

Day 2

Hosea  
2:1-23

Gomer had left Hosea and run off to a lover. According 
to Hebrew law, Hosea could have had her stoned for 
infidelity (Deut. 22:13-21). He could have written 
her a certificate of divorce and married another more 
faithful woman (Deut. 24:1-4). But in the middle of 
Gomer’s adultery, God commanded Hosea to go get 
her. It appeared that Gomer had even sunk so far as 
to be a slave because she had to be bought for fifteen 
shekels of silver. Nothing about Gomer and her 
situation deserved compassion. 

Hosea would have been justified to be finished 
with Gomer, even to deal her harsh consequences. 
But through Hosea, God is showing His love for 
His people. We do not deserve God’s compassion. 
By all rights, we deserve His wrath and to be 
completely cut off from Him forever. But in His 
great compassion and love, God bought us out 
of our slavery to sin. Though we continue in our 
adulterous ways and sin each day against Him, 
He continues to forgive, pursue, and restore us to 
Himself. Not because we are worthy, but because 
He is mighty in compassion and grace.

Do you ever feel entitled to God’s 
grace and forgiveness? Do you “sin” 
sometimes knowing that God will 
forgive you? How can we ensure that 
we don’t trample upon God’s grace in 
our lives?

Day 3

Hosea  
3:1-5

Day 1

Hosea  
1:1-11
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Israel, of all nations, was called to know the Lord. Not 
just to know a list of facts about Him, but to know 
Him in a deep and intimate relationship. Israel’s 
story was primarily one of God offering Himself 
to her. When they were miserable in their slavery 
to Egypt, He brought them out demonstrating His 
power and might. In the wilderness, He gave them 
His commands and showed them His holiness. 
He covenanted Himself to Israel and made great 
and lavish promises, through which He proved 
Himself time and again to be faithful. But Israel 
had forgotten. 

The people had turned to any god whose name 
they knew, assuming that each was powerful and 
cared enough to rescue them. They put faith in 
nations with strong armies and chariots. God was 
a distant thought from their minds rather than the 
all-captivating love of their hearts. In the trials that 
He began to bring into their lives, He wanted them 
to come back—not just know about Him, but to 
be in an intimate, covenant relationship with Him.  

How would you describe your 
relationship with Jesus? Do you 
merely know many things about 
Jesus or do you know Him? What’s 
the difference?

Day 4

Hosea  
4:1-14

God desired the repentance of Israel. He wanted 
them to fully confess that they had put their trust 
in things that were not Him and turn back to Him 
knowing that they will receive compassion. God’s 
promises about how He would act toward Israel 
when she would repent are full of hope: He would 
heal, He would love, His anger would turn. The 
same is true of everyone who repents, turns away 
from idols, and comes to the cross. To do so is to 
acknowledge that salvation is found nowhere else. 

But repentance isn’t just a one-time experience when 
we first turn to Jesus. It’s a daily action—a regular 
confessing of all the ways that we forsake God and 
trust in idols. And we, like Israel, can run to God 
expecting to receive forgiveness and compassion no 
matter how far we’ve strayed. The finished work of 
Christ on the cross has paid the full debt of our 
sins. Every day, we can confess our sin and run back 
to Jesus knowing that He will heal, He will love, 
and there is no anger left over for us. There is now 
no condemnation for those who put their trust in 
Jesus and turn from their sin to run to Him again 
and again (Rom. 8:1-4).

When you are convicted of your 
sin and confess it to God, how do 
you think He receives you back? 
Do you primarily see a God with 
disappointment holding you at arm’s 
length—or do you see him waiting 
with open arms of love?

Day 5

Hosea  
14:1-9
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