
The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

At first glance, this opening story in chapter 6 
seems unnecessary. Who cares about a floating ax 
head? Well, someone cared about it! We aren’t given 
his name, but one particular prophet would never 
forget this story about God’s miraculous provision. 

God cares about world events, and He cares about 
giving us daily bread—or even an apparently lost ax 
head. Be encouraged by this fact. This was a simple 
need, but it was a real need. Indeed, this is the type 
of care and provision Jesus ascribed to God in the 
Sermon of the Mount (Matt. 6:31-34). 

We can take every care to God as we seek to fulfill 
His will for our lives. He is a God you can call out 
to in your emergencies, and trust that He provides 
for His children. He may provide in “mundane” 
ways or “miraculous” ways, but either way, it comes 
from our good and gracious Father (Jas. 1:17). 
Trust Him. Seek Him. Believe He responds to our 
cries. God’s servants can rely on God to supply 
their needs. 

What needs do you have today? Bring 
your petition to the Father.

Day 1

2 Kings  
6:1-16
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One of the most basic prayers we can pray is that 
God would open up the eyes of people to see the 
truth of the gospel. Elisha prays first for his servant 
to see. And God answered this prayer, enabling the 
servant to see horses and chariots of fire all around 
Elisha (v. 17). Then, once in Samaria, Elisha prayed 
for the Lord to open up the eyes of the Syrians. And 
God answered this prayer, enabling them to see 
that they were in the middle of Samaria.  

When Jesus was on the road to Emmaus in Luke 
24, we read that Jesus gave a Bible study about the 
Old Testament, explaining how all of Scripture 
points to Him. Luke adds that in this process, Jesus 
“opened their minds to understand the Scriptures” 
(v. 45). We too need to carefully study Scripture, 
and we too need the Lord to open our eyes that 
we may behold wonderful things from His 
Word (Ps 119:18). 

Will you take a moment to pray that 
the members of your family and your 
church may have eyes to see the 
beauty of the gospel?

Day 2

2 Kings  
6:17-20

This remarkable story highlights the kindness of 
the prophet, who reflected the kindness of our 
God. Instead of having the king of Israel kill the 
raiders of Syria, the prophet told the king to feed 
them. A feast was prepared for the raiders before 
they are sent home. Following this dramatic turn of 
events, you would have expected to see the heart of 
the king of Syria melt before the God of grace. But 
that didn’t happen (v. 24). He hardened his heart 
against God. 

Sadly, many, despite being blessed by Yahweh, 
refuse to acknowledge Him as Lord and God. 
Every gift and success that a person has comes from 
the hand of God, Maker of heaven and earth. In 
response to God’s revealing grace, Paul says that 
people sinfully exchange the glory of the Creator 
for the created things. Because they suppress the 
truth revealed to them, they’re without excuse 
and therefore condemned (Rom 1:18-25). When 
it comes to proclaiming the gospel, since we’re 
dealing with hardened human hearts, we must 
pray for God to open eyes and transform hearts if 
anyone is to repent and believe and thus go from 
being condemned to being spared by divine grace. 

How does God display His kindness 
and grace to the unbelieving 
world today?

Day 3

2 Kings  
6:21-23

Day 1

2 Kings  
6:1-16
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The context of the story involves war and 
famine, which probably was the result of Israel’s 
unfaithfulness. Syria executed a full invasion on 
Israel. Because their siege on Israel lasted for an 
extended period of time, the conditions were 
terrible in Israel. 

In response, the king is distressed. In anguish, he 
tore his clothes, a symbol of repentance (v. 30). 
Because this is a story of divine judgment, it was 
right for the king to be repenting. However, Joram 
(or Jehoram) didn’t have a real heart for repentance. 
As we read next, he didn’t patiently trust in and wait 
on God for deliverance. He acted like his mother, 
Jezebel, seeking to kill the prophet. He may have 
sackcloth on the outside, but that didn’t make up 
for his unrepentant heart.  

Have you ever practiced false 
repentance? What’s the difference 
in true repentance and false 
repentance?

Day 4

2 Kings  
6:24-32

Elisha proclaimed deliverance, but the captain 
responded with a cynical, unbelieving heart. Elisha 
told the captain that he would see God’s provision 
and the people will eat, but he would not eat any of 
it, for he would die.  

Enter the four unnamed lepers. They make the bold 
decision to go to the Syrians’ camp. Shockingly, 
when they got there, they found no Syrians. The 
Lord made the Syrians hear the sound of a great 
army, so they fled. As a result, the lepers found a 
treasure trove full of food, gold, and clothing. The 
lepers eventually went and told the king’s household 
the news. But the king didn’t believe. Then one of 
the king’s servants proposed a reasonable solution. 
Take five men to check it out. The king sent them 
off. And these men found the lepers story to be 
true. The people heard the news and headed off and 
plundered the camp of the Syrians. 

Elisha’s word then came to pass regarding the 
flour and barley. What about his word concerning 
the skeptical captain? It came true as well. The 
rushing mob “trampled him in the gate” and he 
died (vv. 17,20). God takes unbelief seriously and 
puts it to shame as He brings to pass His plans and 
purposes in the world.   

Are you hesitant to believe the 
promises of God? Why or why not? 
Why is unbelief toward God and His 
Word such a serious matter?

Day 5

2 Kings  
6:33–7:20
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