
17 When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead 
them by way of the land of the Philistines, although that 
was near. For God said, “Lest the people change their 
minds when they see war and return to Egypt.” 18 But 
God led the people around by the way of the wilderness 
toward the Red Sea. And the people of Israel went up 
out of the land of Egypt equipped for battle. 19 Moses 
took the bones of Joseph with him, for Joseph had made 
the sons of Israel solemnly swear, saying, “God will 
surely visit you, and you shall carry up my bones with 
you from here.” 20 And they moved on from Succoth 
and encamped at Etham, on the edge of the wilderness. 
21 And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar 
of cloud to lead them along the way, and by night in a 
pillar of fire to give them light, that they might travel 
by day and by night. 22 The pillar of cloud by day and 
the pillar of fire by night did not depart from before 
the people. … 1 Then the Lord said to Moses, 2 “Tell 
the people of Israel to turn back and encamp in front 
of Pi-hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea, in front 
of Baal-zephon; you shall encamp facing it, by the sea. 
3 For Pharaoh will say of the people of Israel, ‘They are 
wandering in the land; the wilderness has shut them in.’ 
4 And I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and he will pursue 

them, and I will get glory over Pharaoh and all his host, 
and the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord.” And 
they did so. … 13 And Moses said to the people, “Fear 
not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the Lord, which 
he will work for you today. For the Egyptians whom 
you see today, you shall never see again. 14 The Lord 
will fight for you, and you have only to be silent.” … 
21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and 
the Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind all 
night and made the sea dry land, and the waters were 
divided. 22 And the people of Israel went into the midst 
of the sea on dry ground, the waters being a wall to them 
on their right hand and on their left. … 26 Then the 
Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, 
that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon 
their chariots, and upon their horsemen.” 27 So Moses 
stretched out his hand over the sea, and the sea returned 
to its normal course when the morning appeared. And as 
the Egyptians fled into it, the Lord threw the Egyptians 
into the midst of the sea. 28 The waters returned and 
covered the chariots and the horsemen; of all the host of 
Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea, not one of 
them remained.

Scripture

Exodus 13:17-22;  
14:1-4,13-14,21-22,26-28

Unit .04

Session .06

God Delivers 
His People
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God Is 
Omnipotent

God is all-powerful: there is nothing God 
cannot do so long as it does not contradict 
His own nature or law. God has power and 
authority over the universe He created, 
from the largest solar system to the smallest 
particle. Affirming that God is all-powerful 
does not mean that God can sin—since 
that would go against His perfect moral 
nature. As Christians, we rest in the belief 
that the God who has all power is good, 
and we gain great comfort by knowing an 
all-powerful God is working for our good 
and joy.

99 Essential 
Doctrines

His Story

When have you been able to look back on your life and see how God has 
guided you? How does looking at God’s guidance in the past increase your 
confidence in His future guidance?

Why do you think it’s important that 
God’s saving actions on our behalf 
demonstrate our weakness and 
His strength?
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God Is 
Omnipotent

God is all-powerful: there is nothing God 
cannot do so long as it does not contradict 
His own nature or law. God has power and 
authority over the universe He created, 
from the largest solar system to the smallest 
particle. Affirming that God is all-powerful 
does not mean that God can sin—since 
that would go against His perfect moral 
nature. As Christians, we rest in the belief 
that the God who has all power is good, 
and we gain great comfort by knowing an 
all-powerful God is working for our good 
and joy.

How have you seen the power of God after waiting a long time for Him 
to act?

Do you usually react like the Israelites when your circumstances become 
difficult? Why do you think we are so quick to stress out and whine when life 
gets tough? 

Main Point
God protects

His people.

In Defense
People often ask why they don’t see big, miraculous displays of God’s power today, like the 
parting of the Red Sea. While there are a number of ways to respond, it is important to 
mention the purpose behind miracles in the Bible. For the most part, the Bible shows that 
miracles were intentionally and strategically done to verify a word from God. For example, the 
gospel spreading to these unreached people groups who were hearing the message of Jesus for 
the first time in the Book of Acts. Miracles done by God through the apostles  served as a 
visible demonstration that the message these men were proclaiming wasn’t their own, but God’s.  
 
Do miracles like these happen today as the gospel continues to move forth? Christians answer 
this differently. However, the important point to make is that big flashy miracles aren’t necessary 
to support our faith. Like the disciple, Thomas, we already have plenty of reasons to believe the 
Christian faith to be true. We can look at the world around us and marvel at God’s fine-tuning 
in bringing this masterpiece into existence. We can look at the changed lives of the disciples and 
those we know. Ultimately, we can look to Jesus Himself, sit under His teachings in the Gospels, 
and begin to realize He is more compelling than any miracle we might witness.
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His Story

Why do you think it is important to see the connection between the Red Sea 
and Jesus’ work on the cross?

Christ Connection

God made a way of deliverance for His people through the Red Sea. In a 
similar manner, God made a way of deliverance for us by sending His Son, 
Jesus. Through faith in Jesus we are saved from sin and death. 
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Our Mission

Head

 How was God glorified in this account? How was this good for the people 
to see and experience?  

Why is seeing, experiencing, and knowing the glory of God good for us?

Heart

What are the primary ways God guides and directs His people today? 
 

Why are these ways better than the cloud and pillar of fire the 
Israelites had?

Hands

How do the Israelites’ complaints reflect the attitudes of our hearts? 

How does God’s victory for the Israelites, as well as His victory over sin and 
death for us, change the way we live each day?
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The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

God commanded His people to consecrate—
set apart as the Lord’s—every firstborn male, 
both humans and animals. All the earth and its 
inhabitants belong to the Lord, not just the firstborn 
(Psa. 24:1). Why consecrate the firstborn males? 
Because God wanted His people to remember 
what He had done in Egypt—how He spared the 
firstborn from the plague of death by the blood of 
a lamb. 

In this command, God called His people to look 
back and ahead. God’s rescuing His people out 
of Egypt did not start or end with providing life 
for the firstborn males during Passover. He also 
provided life to all the people by rescuing them 
through the Red Sea, providing food and water, 
and guiding them through the wilderness. But all 
of these acts of God’s deliverance pointed toward 
a greater rescue—the one from sin and death 
that would come through Christ. This is what 
He wanted them to understand. Their rescue, as 
amazing as it was, pointed to this greater rescue 
ahead—a rescue promised in Genesis 3:15 and 
fulfilled in Christ Jesus.

How does looking back at God’s work 
in your life help you look ahead with 
hope and assurance? 

Day 1

Exodus
13:1-16
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This passage is short, but packed full of important 
details of the Exodus account. In this brief text, 
we see the depth of God’s guidance of His people 
toward the promised land. Joseph’s prophecy and 
request were fulfilled in Genesis 50:22-26. God 
was not only guiding His people, but He was also 
with them.

The more we know and learn about God, who 
He is and what He has done in and through Jesus 
Christ, the more we’ll be in awe of Him and the 
more we’ll be driven toward mission, wanting to 
make His name great across all the Earth.

How have your studies of God in 
Scripture grown your understanding 
of Him and helped you live 
on mission? 

Day 2

Exodus
13:17-22

God’s ways are amazing. He planned to receive 
glory, or weightiness, through Pharaoh’s hardened 
heart (it refused to give Him glory). And in the 
end, that is what happened (14:31; 15). Pharaoh’s 
pursuit of his glory resulted in God receiving glory. 
This is how God works—He can use everything 
and anything for His glory.

What about us? We have been called to give God 
glory in all we do (1 Cor. 10:31). But how will 
we do this? Will we be like Pharaoh, used by God 
while being unaware or even unwilling? Or will we 
engage with God on His mission to proclaim His 
glory to the nations? God gives us opportunities 
each day to do this—to show those around us how 
beautiful and amazing He is, to show an unbelieving 
world the gospel. Let us be a people who seek these 
opportunities and then take advantage of each one 
as we rest in God’s power to make the most of them. 

How has God positioned you to show 
His glory to others around you today? 
The rest of the week? 

Day 3

Exodus
14:1-12
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If you have ever walked through mud, you know 
how difficult it can be. Actually, very few of us 
have ever walked through mud, we usually trudge 
through it. Now, imagine the children of Israel 
stepping foot onto the floor of the Red Sea—
imagine how deep and heavy that mud would have 
been. How slippery any rocks on the floor would 
have been. These things would have been true had 
God not dried it. Instead, God’s people crossed the 
Red Sea on dry ground, surely making their travel 
much easier and faster as the Egyptians closed in 
hot pursuit. 

What miracles of God have 
strengthened and deepened your 
faith the most? Why? 

Day 4

Exodus 
14:13-31

Israel got it wrong almost every time throughout 
the Book of Exodus. They refused to trust God over 
and over again. They grumbled against Moses and 
God. But this generation did have their moments, 
like this one where they worshiped God on the far 
bank of the Red Sea. Exodus 15 records a wonderful 
song of worship God’s people declared to the Lord. 
God had just rescued them through the waters 
of judgment and this time they didn’t miss the 
opportunity to give God the worship due Him.

In this moment, we are reminded of our need to 
be aware, because there are plenty of times when 
we have more in common with Israel in Exodus 
than we care to admit. We can be just as clueless—
perhaps more even. We can also miss times to 
offer God the worship due Him. This isn’t just 
in the “high” moments like Israel experienced in 
Exodus 14-15. We need to fight to worship God 
without ceasing—in the “highs” of life, as well as 
the “lows.” This is our goal: to respond properly to 
God’s day-by-day, minute-by-minute acts of grace 
and mercy in our lives.

What has God done today that is 
worthy of worship? 

Day 5

Exodus 
15:1-21
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