
Daily 
Devotions

The entire chapter of Genesis 23 is dedicated 
to telling about Sarah’s death and burial. This 
highlights her importance in the redemptive story 
unfolding in Genesis, but it also offers us insight 
into grief. Even for those of us in Christ—those 
of us who have the hope that death is not final—
death still stings. We are to mourn and weep over 
our loved ones who have died, much like Abraham 
grieved over Sarah. 

Here, and elsewhere in Scripture, we see that 
grieving is expected. Abraham was not scolded for 
his mourning and weeping. Mourning death is 
proper, because in our tears we communicate the 
value of the gift God has given us in our loved one.  

How has the gospel impacted your 
view of death and your grieving? 
 

Day 1

Genesis  
23:1-20

The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I relate 

to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?
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Abraham’s servant demonstrated great wisdom 
in the test he devised to find a potential wife for 
Isaac. Giving a stranger a drink of water was one 
thing; volunteering to draw water for ten thirsty 
camels was something else all together. Hospitality 
was at the heart of the servant’s test. A woman who 
was willing to make such an effort to demonstrate 
hospitality revealed much about her character. And 
a woman of character was who the servant was after. 

As followers of Christ, we have been likewise called 
to practice hospitality, even if it comes at great cost 
to us (Rom. 12:13; Heb. 13:2; 1 Pet. 4:9). The 
reason is because hospitality affirms the gospel. It 
is compelled by humility and care for others, which 
Christ demonstrated perfectly for us. 

How can you practice hospitality 
for people in your church and 
neighborhood this week? 
 

Day 2

Genesis 
24:10-27

We can’t miss what caught Laban’s attention, at 
least in part, in this account. We read that “as soon 
as he had seen the ring and bracelets on his sister’s 
wrists” and heard what she shared, he ran out to 
meet Abraham’s servant. Being intrigued by the 
potential wealth of this visitor doesn’t seem out of 
character for Laban as we will see later in Genesis. 
This is important because it hints that the servant 
may have won approval for Rebekah to become 
Isaac’s wife by focusing on Abraham’s great wealth. 

But that is not what the servant does. Notice that 
as he recounts what had happened, he is very clear 
to appeal to what God had done. That was what 
he stood on—God was clearly at work to provide 
Rebekah for Isaac. 

While seeing what God is doing around us is 
sometimes difficult, there are times when we 
make what we know He has done difficult for 
others to see. Unlike Abraham’s servant, we fail 
to tell others about His works when we have the 
opportunity. When we keep this to ourselves, we 
miss opportunities to declare His kingdom to those 
who need to hear it.  

What has God done in your life 
recently and with whom can you 
share about this?

Day 3

Genesis 
24:28-49

UNIT TWO  |  SESSION THREE  |  77



Sending Rebekah to a foreign land to marry a 
man she had never met had to have been difficult 
for her family. There was no email, phones, and 
or even a postal system in place to communicate. 
Rebekah’s family may have never seen her, or even 
heard from her, again. And yet, because they knew 
God was at work, they let her leave (v. 50).

Throughout the Gospels, Jesus said something 
interesting about family, specifically that 
following Him would bring divisions in families 
(Matt. 8:20-23; Matt. 10: 35-37; Luke 14:26). 
But when someone loses a brother or sister, 
mother or father on account of Jesus, he or she 
needs to remember that they gain 10,000 plus 
new ones.  

But sometimes the gospel will separate a family for 
different reasons; when God calls a family member 
to the mission field, for example. Even if a family 
is united by the gospel, separation like this will 
be difficult, but we know it will all be worth it. 
Because Christ is always worth it.

How can you encourage missionaries 
and others you know who have been 
separated from family and loved 
ones for the sake of the gospel? 
 

Day 4

Genesis 
24:50-67

Isaac was the child of promise who carried forward 
the promises of land, offspring, and blessing God 
gave to Abraham. But before the promises went 
forward, a crisis had to be addressed. Isaac’s wife, 
Rebekah, could not have children. (A story similar 
to Abraham’s wife, Sarah’s.)

Rebekah’s barrenness was not only tragic for 
the family, as painful as not being able to have 
children may be. In this case, barrenness was a 
cosmic tragedy because God had promised that 
the removal of the curse of sin and the defeat 
of Satan would come through the birth of a 
child (Gen. 3:15), and the restoration of the world 
would come through the Abraham’s offspring 
(12:1-3). The fact that Rebekah could not have 
children again put those promises in jeopardy. 

But Isaac prayed for his wife, and God 
miraculously opened her womb. Are you noticing 
the pattern here? God used unlikely pregnancies 
and births to keep His promises and deliver His 
people—and He asked His people to trust Him in 
the process.

What difficult circumstances in your 
life might be opportunities to trust 
in God? 

Day 5

Genesis 
25:19-26
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